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Welcome to Acorn Class  

• Class Teacher- Mrs Bates & Teaching Assistant- Mrs Byrne 

• 19 Reception children and 12 Nursery children (Max of 10 

nursery per session). 

• The children access continuous provision differentiated for 

challenge. 

• As soon as the children come into class in the morning 

they access the continuous provision to develop skills 

taught, develop independence and promote investigation 

skills.  

• Provision is often enhanced linked to the current theme 

and the needs of the children. 



Our Response to COVID-19 

Hygiene Systems 

Children wash their hands/use hand sanitiser on arrival at school, and 

when they re-enter the classroom, for example, after lunch and play 

times. 

The children are monitored at the toilets to ensure that they wash their 

hands and so that touch services can be cleaned after use. 

 

Lunchtimes 

 

Children eat their lunch in the classroom and have their own play zone, 

with class play equipment.  We have recently reviewed the lunchtime 

zones and extended then to ensure that children have more space to 

play. 

For full details please visit the school website and read our risk 

assessment. 



Catch-Up Learning 

At the end of the summer term, we identified the skills that the children had 

missed as a result of lockdown.  These skills have been embedded in our 

curriculum planning.  This means that some skills from your child’s previous 

year group are being taught and revisited. 

 

Since returning to school, we have completed informal baseline 

assessment, through lesson activities, to identify where the children are in 

relation to year group expectations and any areas that they need support. 

 

From these assessments, we have completed provision maps which are 

being used to plan intervention and catch up programmes across school. 

 

In class we have identified focus areas of learning.  These foci will be in the 

children’s planner, with ideas of how you can help at home on Monday 5th 

October. 

 

 

 



• Child-led curriculum, where we aim to follow children’s interests to 

motivate, engage and develop a love of learning whilst meeting the 

needs of the children to ensure progress and foundations are secure 

for further learning. Every child is unique and the EYFS curriculum 

values that! 

• Broken down into seven areas- three prime (PSED, PD, C&L) and 

four specific (Literacy, Maths, UTW & EAD) 

• The prime areas start to develop quickly: making friends and 

building relationships, talking and listening to others etc. These 

areas then support learning in other areas.  

• I plan using Development Matters- development is measured in 

age bands working towards the Early Learning Goal. The children in 

reception work towards the ELG in the seven areas and given a 

judgement at the end of the Reception year. 

The EYFS Curriculum  



Curriculum Overview 

The curriculum overview is a resource for you to see 

what your child will be learning this half term. 

 

The overviews cover the skills and objectives that 

must be taught.  These skills are then differentiated 

according to the children’s abilities.  Children are 

taught to their ability, not their year group to ensure 

that all children make progress. 

 

Both Reception and Nursery overviews can be 

found on the school website.  



Timetable  

• PE will be on a Monday afternoon. 

• Due to Covid, PE will be taught outside 

depending on the weather.  

• Reception children will need a full PE kit in 

school each week.  

• PE kits will be sent home at the end of each half 

term. 

• Nursery children will need a change of footwear 

and are encouraged to bring a PE kit or change 

of clothes. 



Daily Routine 
• Children are encouraged to be independent as soon as they enter the 

classroom.  

• Children  access the provision to consolidate  prior learning and practise 

new skills. During this time children will practise name writing, name 

recognition and reading. 

• Phonics 

• Literacy/Mathematics- input, adult led activity, enhancements in the 

provision 

• Snack Time 

• Literacy/Mathematics input, adult led activity, enhancements in the 

provisions. 

• Lunchtime 

• Number time, letter formation, target time or guided reading 

• Topic/theme input, adult lead activity, enhancements in the provision and 

opportunities outdoors child- initiated activities. 

• Story/alphablocks/numberblocks  and song time 

• End of the day  



Phonics 

Nursery children- Phase 1 

In Phase 1 phonics, children are taught about: 

• Environmental sounds 

• Instrumental sounds 

• Body percussion (e.g. clapping and stamping) 

• Rhythm and rhyme 

• Alliteration 

• Voice sounds 

• Oral blending and segmenting (e.g hearing that d-o-g 

makes ‘dog’. 



Phonics 
Reception children- Phase 2 

• Children begin to learn the sounds that letters makes- 

phonemes. 

• There are 44 sounds in all 

• By the end of Phase 2, children should be able to read some 

vowel- consonant (VC) and consonant- vowel- consonant 

(CVC) words, and to spell them out.  

• They also learn some high frequency and  ‘tricky words’ like 

‘the, go, no, to, into and I’ 

• Children are taught songs and actions to link the sounds 

through Jolly Phonics.  

• Support at home– Jolly Phonics app, games on phonics play 

and the Jolly Phonics songs on Youtube 

• By the end of reception, children should be confident in Phase 

2, 3 and 4. 

 



Handwriting 
 

Handwriting is taught daily alongside phonics. 

 

The children will be learning cursive handwriting from the start of the year 
to help their ability to join letters. 

 

It is very important that children develop a strong tripod grip when writing 
to form letters accurately. Children have opportunities to develop their 
fine motor skills within the classroom provision- building with lego, 
malleable areas, threading and many more. 

 

Our school handwriting policy can be found on the school website. This 
document models how each letter is formed and the progressions 
throughout school.  

 

Support at home: Practice writing and mark making as much as possible, 
writing shopping lists, labels, diaries etc.  Encourage children to pinch the 
pencil firmly. 

 



Planner 

The school planners are a communication 

tool between yourself and staff. 

Staff will record in the planners when they 

hear children read individually or in a 

guided group session, we would like you to 

do the same.  This encourages children to 

read more frequently and allows us to 

monitor reading effectively. Children should 

be reading at home for at least 5 minutes 

every night.  



Extra Communication  

This year, COVID has put many restrictions 
on normal routines and can make drop off and 
pick up times extremely busy. If you would like 
to pass any messages to myself, the best way 
to contact is by recording a short message in 
your child's planner, sending an email to the 
office to be passed on or making a phone call 
to school. If you would like to speak in person, 
please hang back until all the children have 
been brought into/ sent out of the classroom 
to have a quick conversation or we can 
schedule in a meeting via the office email.  



Reading Books 

Children are encouraged to read as much as possible, in 
school and at home. 

Children will read daily in school through phonics, literacy, 
shared reads, guided reads and 1:1 reading.  

Due to COVID, paper books will be given out each Monday 
and will need to be kept at home until Friday. On a Friday, all 
reading books will be collected in and kept in school over the 
weekend. Over the weekend, children are encouraged to 
read books from home. Reception children can also use their 
Bug club accounts that can be used along side hardback 
books.  

Nursery children will be given a paper book on their first 
session of the week and will need to return the book on their 
last session of the same week.  

 
 



Homework 

Homework is for Reception children in Acorn Class. Homework is 
set weekly on a Friday and should be returned to school the 
following Wednesday. 

 

Autumn term: reception children will bring home a set of 4 phonic 
sounds each week that will have been taught in school. They will 
need to practise their recognition of these sounds and cursive 
formation of these letters. Extra challenges will be set if your child 
is confident with this.  

 

Spring term: Pick and Mix homework will start from Spring 1 and 
allows the children to choose which activity they want to complete 
each week. There will be a selection of phonic, literacy, maths and 
theme activities linked to our current theme.  

 
 



Target Setting 

Baseline assessments are currently being 

completed and targets will be set according to the 

level of learning for your child.  

 

The targets will be written in your child’s planner, 

at the front, and updated as needed.  



2Build A Profile 

• This is an electronic tool where photographs 
are taken of the children and observations 
are recorded, linking to the areas of learning.  

 

• These observations can then be shared with 
parents via email. 

 

• All new 2build accounts have now 
successfully been set up and you should 
have received an activation email. If you are 
having any issues please let us know.  



Things to Help at Home 

• Encourage children to mark make as much 
as possible 

• Practise writing your child’s first name and 
surname as much as possible, using 
cursive formation if able.  

• Encourage children to use a firm tripod grip 
when mark making 

• Identifying numbers and shapes in your 
environment  

• Play number games 

• Read as often as possible.  


