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Lesson 6: Respecting differences in others

Learning objective and success criteria Before the lesson

• To begin to understand the differences
between people and why it is important to
respect these differences
• I can identify similarities and differences
between people
• I understand how I should treat people who are
different to me

Have ready
• Activity: Picture montage (see Classroom
resources)
Print
• Activity: Human bingo (see Classroom
resources) per pupil, there are three
copies per sheet

Attention grabber

Give out the Activity: Human bingo sheets and ask children to go round the class and find
someone who fits in each box and write the person’s name under each box. They can only use
each person once, including themselves too.
When children have completed their sheets bring the class back together and ask them if there
was anything that surprised them.
 
 Key questions
• How are we different?

Main event
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Explain to the class that we are going to be thinking about things that are the same and things
that are different about people. Display the Activity:Picture montage which shows lots of
different children. 
Start by asking the children to find a picture on the screen where the person has something
that’s the same as them, for example Picture 1 has the same colour hair as me. Take some ideas
from the children and as the discussion develops encourage them to look at things that are
different too.
Explain that they are now going to find someone who has a characteristic which is different to
them. Explain that we often notice differences but we don’t always say them out loud but  for
this lesson they need to do this but they need to be respectful about how they describe the
pictures. Usually this means giving an accurate description and not making any judgements.
Give pupils an example, such as ‘The boy in the picture has a walking frame to help him walk, I
don’t have one’. 
Remind the children that although they are looking at photos they are of real people and there
may be people in the class or people they know who have the same characteristic. Repeat the
exercise and correct any misconceptions.
Explain that because you have used photos the similarities and differences have been things
that they can see.  But there are also things which we cannot see.  Can the children think of any
examples, for example how people speak, the language they speak, their religion, their family
setup.
Ask the children to find a partner or put them into pairs. They then write a list of things which are
the same about the two of them and things which are different. They should aim to write five
things for each list. 
Ask children to share some of these things.
 
Key questions
• What similarities are there between people?
• What differences are there between people?

Wrapping up

Stress to the children that the similarities and differences between us are a good thing and the
one thing everyone has in common is that we are all human. Discuss how we should treat people
who are different to us, for example  respecting them, being polite, not saying anything unkind
about the differences.
 
Key questions
• How should we treat people who are different to us?

Glossary

• Same
• Different
• Similar
• Respect

Assessing pupils' understanding and progress Next steps

https://www.kapowprimary.com/glossary/walking/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/glossary/exercise/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/glossary/religion/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/glossary/family/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/glossary/polite/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/glossary/unkind/


Pupils with secure understanding indicated
by: Understanding the similarities and
differences there can exist between people and
how to show respect for those who are different.
Pupils working at greater depth indicated
by: Understanding that similarities and
differences might not be visible and being able
to explain how differences can be a positive
thing.

Pupils needing extra support: Might
focus on visible similarities and differences
with their partner
 
Pupils working at greater depth: Could
identify more similarities and differences
and focus on things which are not visible. 
They might also begin to think about how
differences can be an advantage e.g.
different skills help to achieve tasks.
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