
 

 

 

 

 

Acorn Class – 

Nursery 

On Safari… 

The Early Years Curriculum is made up of seven areas, split into two 

groups: Prime Areas and Specific Areas. 

 

Prime Areas: Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED), 

Communication and Language (C&L) and Physical Development (PD). 

 

Specific Areas: Mathematics, Literacy, Expressive Arts and Design (EAD) and 

Understanding the World (UTW). 

Physical Development – PE will be on a Monday 

afternoon. 

 

This half term we will develop our large 

motor/muscle/fundamental movement skills 

(running, jumping, hopping, throwing, and catching) 

and increasingly be able to use and remember 

sequences and patterns of movements related to 

music and rhythm. 

 

We will learn how to collaborate with others when 

moving large or heavy items safely, for example 

moving large construction equipment such as tyres 

and planks. 

 

We will focus on building fine motor strength and 

dexterity through regular Dough Disco and funky 

finger activities and will develop our ability to use 

one handed tools and equipment, for example 

making snips in paper with scissors or using 

playdough tools to cut, shape and make marks, 

showing preference for a dominant hand. We will 

start learning how to form letters such as those in 

our name correctly and confidently. 

 

We will become increasingly independent and 

confident in our own self-care such as when 

getting changed for PE. 

Personal, Social and 

Emotional Development. 

 

We will be talking about 

our feelings and gradually 

understanding how others 

might feel, learning to talk 

to others to resolve 

conflicts and being 

assertive or finding 

compromises when 

necessary.   

 

We will develop interesting 

play with others, extending 

and elaborating play ideas 

and will develop confidence, 

resilience, and perseverance 

in the face of a challenge. 

 

Communication and Language 

 

We will engage in story times - listening to longer 

stories, joining in with repeated refrains and 

remembering much of what happens, recalling 

narrative or facts, and building on our range of new 

and interesting vocabulary. This will include non-

fiction texts linked to our Safari theme and our 

interests. 

 

We will develop our knowledge of poetry and rhyme 

using our Poetry Basket and build a large repertoire 

of songs. 



 

 

 

 

 

Literacy 

 

We will look at a range of books and text, building our knowledge of the five 

key concepts of print. 

 

We will continue to develop our phonological awareness, particularly with 

rhyme, and securing our recognition of the phase 2 sounds we have learnt so 

far and beginning to prepare for a confident start in Reception year.  

 

When writing we will continue to ascribe meaning to marks we make but will 

focus on making these more clear and recognisable such as when forming the 

letters of our name or representing number.  

Maths 

 

We will develop our 

understanding of number 

through number rhymes and 

the use of manipulatives. 

 

We will be looking at 

patterns, linked to our Safari 

theme, and using words to 

describe them such as spotty 

or stripy. We will consider 

what a repeated pattern is 

and how we could make them.     

Understanding the World 

 

Talking Tub activities will 

help us understand that there 

are different places and 

environments in the world.  

 

We will show interest in 

different occupations, talking 

about people who look after 

the environment and animals 

such as David Attenborough. 

 

We will continue to develop 

positive attitudes about the 

differences in people and will 

begin to understand the need 

to respect and care for the 

environment and all living 

things. 

RE 

 

In RE the children will be learning about creation and thinking about what is special and unique about our world. We 

will be learning about different faiths that share the same belief/story that God/Allah created the world and that we 

should actively look after it and treat all animals with care. We will be thinking about how we can do this. 

Expressive Arts and Design 

 

We will enjoy exploring a range of self-selected 

materials, tools, and techniques to experiment with 

design, colour, and colour mixing - making animal 

masks, 3D junk models of animals and our own musical 

instruments.  

 

We will explore tribal and world music, characterised by 

elements of indigenous musical percussions  


