
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Acorn Class – 

Reception 

On Safari… 

The Early Years Curriculum is made up of seven areas, split into two 

groups: Prime Areas and Specific Areas. 

 

Prime Areas: Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED), 

Communication and Language (C&L) and Physical Development (PD). 

 

Specific Areas: Mathematics, Literacy, Expressive Arts and Design (EAD) and 

Understanding the World (UTW). 

Physical Development – PE will be on a Monday 

afternoon. 

 

This half term we will revise and refine the 

fundamental movement skills they have already 

acquired (running, jumping, hopping, throwing and 

catching) and progress towards more fluent styles 

of moving, including dance, with developing agility 

and control. 

 

We will learn how to use a range of PE equipment 

safely and with confidence, competence, precision, 

and accuracy as we prepare for School Sports Day. 

 

We will build further on our skills at using one 

handed tools and equipment such as scissors, pens 

and pencils and will develop the foundations of a 

handwriting style which is fast, accurate and 

efficient.  

 

We will further develop the skills we need to 

manage our school day successfully such as lining 

up and queuing and managing our own independent 

self-care during mealtimes and toileting.  

Personal, Social and Emotional Development. 

 

We will be focussing on identifying, expressing and 

moderating our feelings and considering the 

feelings and perspectives of others and how we 

might respond to these.  

 

We will consider times when other people’s feelings 

might be perceived in different ways and how there 

could be a range of responses, such as when the 

Selfish Crocodile is horrible to the other animals. 

 

We will continue to focus on factors which support 

our overall health and wellbeing such as physical 

activity, healthy eating, toothbrushing, having 

sensible amounts of screen time and having good 

sleep routines. We will talk about mindful thinking 

and ways we can take care of our emotional 

wellbeing and build resilience.  

 

Communication and Language 

 
We will continue to engage in story and 

discussion times, which add real enjoyment, 

context, and depth to our learning, develop 

deep familiarity with new knowledge and 

vocabulary and extend our knowledge and 

experiences of the wider world.  

 

We will also listen to and talk about selected 

non-fiction, gaining new knowledge of other 

cultures and contrasting environments, and 

talking about current world issues such as 

animal conservation and environmental 

impact, lead from our interest in Safari 

animals.  

 

We will respond with appropriate comments 

and questions, clarifying our understanding 

and holding engaging conversations with our 

teachers and peers.  

 



 

 

 

 

Literacy 

 

Comprehension: Through our enjoyment of books and reading we 

will demonstrate our understanding by retelling stories, 

narratives and recalling facts from a range of reading material. 

We will enjoy developing new vocabulary. We will develop our 

skills in anticipating key events in the story and proposing 

endings or changing elements.  

Word Reading: We will continue to build on our skills in word 

reading, reading words which are consistent with our phonic 

knowledge (building on phase 3 and developing into phase 4 and 

5), including some common exception words.  

Writing: We will continue to be enthusiastic writers, using 

clearly identifiable letters to write simple phrases and sentences 

which can be read by others, spelling/representing words by 

identifying familiar sounds in them and beginning to build our 

handwriting ability with joining clusters. We will also focus on 

developing our knowledge of sentence structure.  

Maths 

 

Maths will be a big focus this half term. We will develop a deeper 

understanding of number and numerical patterns, developing fluency 

in our knowledge of numbers to 10, including the composition of each 

number and number bonds to ten. We will learn key concepts such as 

odd and even numbers, halving, and doubling, and will develop our 

fluency in understanding and representing numbers in a range of 

ways.   

Expressive Arts and Design 

 

Creating with Materials:  We will enjoy exploring a 

range of self-selected materials, tools and 

techniques to experiment with colour, design, 

texture, form and function, making animal masks 

and 3D junk models of animals.  

 

Being Imaginative and Expressive: We will invent, 

adapt, and recount narratives and stories, 

developing our skills in performance, song and 

moving in time to music. We will explore tribal and 

world music, characterised by elements of 

indigenous musical percussions  

Understanding the World 

 

We will talk about 

similarities and 

differences between the 

natural world around us 

and contrasting 

environments, drawing 

on knowledge from a 

range of sources 

including non-fiction 

texts and media.  

 

We will learn about 

people’s specific roles in 

society, focussing on 

famous animal 

conservationists such as 

David Attenborough, Jane 

Goodall, Marlin Perkins 

and Paula Kuhumbu.  

  



 

 

 

RE 

 

In RE the children will be learning about creation and thinking about what is special and unique about our world. We will be learning about different 

faiths that share the same belief/story that God/Allah created the world and that we should actively look after it and treat all animals with care. 

We will be thinking about how we can do this. 


